16     AWAKENING OF A CONTINENT

West is materialistic, actual, physical; it is
said that the forte as well as the fault of the
East is religion and sentiment, and fchat of the
West, science and reason; it is said that the
East delights in generalization and universal
concepts, and the West in particulars and special
knowledge; that the one leans to philosophy
and ideas, and the other to practice and facts ;
that Oriental logic is deductive and negative,
and Occidental logic inductive and positive. It
is also said that in political and social life,
solidarity and socialism characterize the East,
and individualism and liberty, the West; it is
said again that the Asiatic mind is impersonal
and rejects the world, whereas the European
mind is personal and accepts the world. The
strength of Europe lies in the mastery of man
over nature, and the weakness of Asia in the
mastery of nature over man. ... In the East
man lives for the sake of life ; in the West man
lives for the means of living." 1

There is much that is true and suggestive in
Dr. Nitobe's broad generalization. Before pro-
ceeding to draw another line of contrasts it
should be clearly understood at the outset that
any present advantage which may be possessed
by the Occident is due to a more favourable
environment, and that the main impulse to the

1 The Japanese Nation, Dr. Inazo Nitobe, p. 11.